Stories about our planet

A lot of art about our climate has been exhibited during the COP 15 conference in Copenhagen. However, in any case one had the feeling that a part of it only had been shown because the artist  had been supported financially without having something on her/his mind.

One of them who began to create paintings without any financial support, deeply impressed by the current discussions about the climate changes, was Stefanie Woschek.

Today, we see the result. The collection of 28 paintings takes up themes like global warming, overconsumption, industrialization and pollution in a very personal and  intense way.

With inspiration from surrealism, the figurative picture elements has been implied in landscapes, who actually are recognizable, but not in their usually context. Through deserts and distant polar seas, through metaphysic city landscapes, rocks and large rivers, a tiny little man walks as a symbol of  mankind  itself. Everywhere, we see tracks of destruction: the rising water level which threatens to flood large parts of the planet, industrial cranes on their way to destroy beautiful old buildings, scientists in silly discussions. Everything caused by the humans missing understanding of the natures resources and our greedy and short-term utilization of them. 

In spite of the paintings magic adventure atmosphere or rather spoken due to it, the conclusions are really clear: it is our fault, we have to blame ourselves for acting wrong and now, we have to take the consequences of this. A conclusion which in fact becomes clear because Stefanie Woschek in the same way as H.C. Andersen clarify something our minds definitely find difficult to understand by telling phantastic stories.

If there are raised fingers in the paintings and if there is no doubt about the question of guilt, however Stefanie Woscheks collection is much more than a hellfire sermon. Compared to climate advocates, she does not take an apocalyptical pleasure in the threatened condition of the planet. We see the consequenses of our actions but always with a released and very poetic sense of humor. Because – as many paintings show – it is not too late. The human being not only has to but can change the situation. By using our reason together with our lost sense of empathy we can change the development with all the technical know-how, which is ever possible and that always has shaped mankind. This is why we often see a ladder in the pictures. For Stefanie Woschek, a ladder is a symbol for action. A symbol for not leaving things but taking responsibility by doing something. Although the horizon looks threatening, everything can end optimistically and hopeful..We decide by ourselves.

With her collection of paintings, Stefanie Woschek proves that she is a very personally working artist. She has created her own, unique universe which probably is magic and highly imaginative but at the same time also touches something very vital for the future of mankind: the rescue of our planet.

The pictures are easily understandable, they are highly imaginative, they are relevant and they are current. All, what modern art should be but often doesn’t comes up to.
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